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September 11, 2020

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

I am writing to you eager to share some exciting news.

Many of you may not know that for nearly a century, our Cathedral Church and School have been landmarks in 
Midtown Memphis on this beautiful campus in Central Gardens, sharing our mission of serving, educating and, 
most importantly, of sharing our Faith. Next year, we celebrate the 100-Year Anniversary of our parish, followed 
just a year later by the centennial of the Centennial of Immaculate Conception School. What a blessing it is to be 
a part of that history!

Our parish and school, as separate as they may seem, share a special bond. One is a part of the other’s history. 
They support and fortify one another. That is why is it of the utmost importance that we further grow and strive 
to better serve our parish community by strengthening this bond.

In the coming weeks, you will notice some necessary changes taking place on our campus in an effort to bridge 
the current separation of parish and school staff, with that said, it has been decided that our Parish Office will be 
relocated to the first floor of the Cathedral Center. This move consists of our Parish/School Bookkeeper and Par-
ish Administrative Assistant  along with the offices of Fr. Ruben Villalon-Rivera and myself. 

As you may have seen or heard, the rectory is currently under restoration to be returned to the residential space 
for our priests and seminarians. Many of you know I serve as the Director of Vocations for the Diocese of Mem-
phis, supporting and working closely with our seminary candidates. These changes will allow for the rectory to 
serve as a temporary “House of Formation,if you will, for those seminarians and seminary candidates. 

As your pastor, I’m humbly asking you to see this not just simply as a change from how things have been but to 
share the vision for opportunity in growing our potential in solidifying our presence in Midtown and within our 
Catholic community as our Cathedral is the “Heart of the Diocese”  while we usher in a new century. 

However, with all that said, I want to ensure in the most sincere way possible that the safety and education of our 
students is our number one priority and of the utmost importance. There will be strict security measure in place 
at all times to neither disrupt nor compromise the safety of the children. Individuals visiting on parish or school 
business will not have free access to the school.

I understand that change is rarely easy, but often needed to ensure the future. I want to thank you for your con-
tinued support and patience during this transition. 

Yours in Christ

Fr. Robert Szczechura
Pastor


