
From June 2-9, 2015,   my three sons and I took the opportunity to go on a mission trip to Immaculate 

Conception's sister parish, Notre Dame d'Altagrace, in Layaye, Haiti. We traveled with fellow parishioner Debra 

Bartelli and 6 of her University of Memphis graduate students, who were doing research on water filtration 

systems, and preventative disease measures. Steve Schmit, an engineer and parishioner from St. Peter Church also 

accompanied the team. In addition, Dr. Rami Khouzam and his family set up a medical clinic for their duration. My 

boys and I intended to bring the gift of basketball, introducing the children of Layaye to basketball drills and skills.  

 

The following is my reflection on the week spent in Layaye. 

 

 

My time in Layaye, Haiti, was moving and very spiritual. The entire experience put me in a place of surrender to 

God's will.  As I spent the first few days in the remote village,  I came to realize the amount of reliance I needed to 

have on the Holy Spirit. Expectations were put aside. Things take much more time to accomplish in a region so 

riddled with poor living conditions, but despite the circumstances, the Holy Spirit is alive in Layaye, doing 

wonderous deeds in His Name. I felt like this trip was an opportunity, from start to finish, to relish in God's daily 

Provision, Grace, humility, patience, and divine Joy in the little things in life. It was refreshing to rely on these 

things without the modern distractions of technology, including having no electricity or running water. In having 

these conveniences taken away, I was given a choice to surrender to His Will, and it brought so much Joy. Joy in 

the moment, among the children, with the families we visited, with the villagers who sought medical help, and  the 

entire team of students and parishioners who joined in on this mission trip. I experienced joy in giving respect and 

recognition to this community who at the end of the day, are heroes, living and surviving in such challenging 

conditions. I was humbled, and my time there was like a spiritual retreat for me. I am grateful for the opportunity 

to have given, in my small way, to the people of Layaye.  
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