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 Tonight the Church begins her celebration of Christmas just as our society 

prepares to end theirs.  For almost two months now, we have heard Christmas music 

and seen Christmas decorations in every store.  And at least since Thanksgiving some 

cable networks have been running Christmas movies back to back 24-7.  Not classic 

movies mind you – It’s a Wonderful Life or A Christmas Carol – but made for 

television movies with a plot about as deep as a spoonful of water.  Now I’ve never 

really watched these movies before, but this year I learned that one was filmed right 

here in Memphis, so it was my civic duty to watch, “Christmas at Graceland:  Home 

for the Holidays.”  It was about a widower trying to raise his children alone.  He 

needed a new nanny or governess just a few weeks before Christmas, so he hired 

someone nice, but inexperienced.  He wanted his children kept on a strict schedule, 

but instead the governess introduced fun and play back into the children’s lives.  The 

children loved her, and eventually, so did their dad.  Sound familiar?  Yes, it’s “The 

Sound of Music” without the Nazis or Rodgers and Hammerstein.  Instead, we heard 

Elvis sing Christmas carols, IC alumna Priscilla Presley dispense heartfelt advice, and 

scenes of snow covered Memphis in place of the beautiful images of Salzburg.  Yes, 

you heard me correctly.  The movie took place over a two or three week period.  

Everyone went about their daily business, at school and at work and in the home, but 

every exterior shot showed that Memphis was blanketed with about a foot of snow.  

Brothers and sisters, if Memphis ever got a foot of snow that lasted for a full two 

weeks, we would have to send for the National Guard to dig us out.   
 

 I must say that I was intrigued by this made-for-TV movie, so I watched a few 

more of them over these last weeks.  They show everything we associate with 

Christmas – grandma’s cookie recipe, tree trimming, holiday sweaters, ornaments and 

tinsel, greeting cards, of course, Christmas parties and festivals and family traditions.  

Every word associated with Christmas was used at some point in each of these 

movies with one exception.  Not a single movie that I watched included the name of 

Jesus.  Imagine that.  Christmas being celebrated around the clock for over a month 

without even a mention of Jesus Christ.  It’s like celebrating the Fourth of July 

without mentioning the USA, or throwing a birthday party without inviting the 

birthday boy or girl.  And yet that is what passes for Christmas in our politically 

correct, all-inclusive society.  One mention of the Lord in a Christmas movie might 

provoke an atheist Twitter storm – so the networks have sanitized God’s Son out of 

his own birthday. 
 

 We shouldn’t be surprised.  Just this past Saturday, Pope Francis told the 

Roman curia that “Christendom – the idea of a Christian world – Christendom no 



longer exists.  Today we Christians are no longer the only ones who create culture, 

nor are we in the forefront of those most listened to.  We are no longer living in a 

Christian world, because faith,” the Pope declared, “is no longer an evident 

presupposition of social life; indeed, faith is often rejected, derided, marginalized and 

ridiculed.”  So feel-good Christmas movies without the Christ is just one more 

example of our godless society these days.   
 

 Our task as Christians, of course, is to remember and proclaim why we are 

celebrating Christmas.  In the passage from Matthew’s gospel that we just heard, the 

angel tells Joseph that the child Mary will bring into the world will be Emmanuel, 

which means “God is with us.”  The word is not new to us.  We’ve heard Emmanuel 

in our opening hymn for the last four Sundays.  No, the word is not new, but perhaps 

the meaning is.  God is with us.  Not as some distant creator who set everything in 

motion and then abandoned us.  Not as some vague spirit that occasionally makes us 

feel good.  No, at Christmas, we celebrate Emmanuel, God is with us, in the flesh, as 

one of us, as a simple child who brings us hope.   
 

 To the retail industry, the holiday season is a make-or-break economic 

machine.  To the entertainment industry, the holidays are an opportunity to cash in on 

any good feelings and hope for the future that our jaded society can muster.  But 

Christians understand that on Christmas we celebrate the Incarnation.  We celebrate 

that the eternal Son of God loved us enough to unite to his divine nature a human 

body and soul.  Jesus Christ, the Son of God, loved us enough to be born in poverty, 

to escape as a refugee, to learn a trade, to offer us the good news of the kingdom, and 

ultimately to suffer and die and rise from the dead.  Yes, the Incarnation is the pivotal 

moment in human history.  That’s why we number the years B.C. – before Christ and 

A.D. – Anno Domini, the year of the Lord.  Everything that came before – from our 

first parents through to Mary and Joseph – yes, everything that came before points us 

toward the Incarnation and everything that comes after is the saga of Christ becoming 

enfleshed in our hearts.  That meaning becomes hidden, of course, when we celebrate 

the season but not the reason, when we try to manufacture joy but do not seek out the 

true source of all joy, when we decorate our homes but do not dedicate ourselves to 

Christ.  Tonight we rejoice in Emmanuel.  We rejoice that God is with us.  Ponder 

what that means.  In those times of accomplishment and satisfaction, God is with us, 

to be sure.  But in those dark moments of doubt and fear, God is also with us.  In 

times of sorrow and sadness, God is with us.  In times of confusion and heartache, 

God is with us.  Hallmark may be able to bring you the magic of a sleigh ride in snow 

covered Memphis, but they cannot fill your heart with the love and mercy and peace 

that Jesus Christ offers to us.  Rejoice tonight that God is with us.  Rejoice in 

Emmanuel, and open your heart to receive him.   


