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 In the late 1940s, Farouk, the exiled King of Egypt, predicted that one day 

there would be only five kings left on earth:  Spades, Hearts, Diamonds, Clubs and 

England.  His prediction has not yet come true – but there are certainly fewer 

crowned heads than there were at the beginning of the last century.  Those 

monarchs who remain, for the most part, have limited powers.  They are 

constitutional monarchs who reign but do not rule.  When an American president 

makes a state visit to London, for example, he is usually entertained at 

Buckingham Palace or Windsor Castle by Her Majesty the Queen, but the business 

of government is discussed at No. 10 Downing Street with the Prime Minister.  For 

all of her jewelry and carriages and titles, the Queen is merely the Head of State; 

the Prime Minister is the Head of the Government.  Believing as we do in 

government by representative democracy, we can appreciate a constitutional 

monarchy – a ceremonial connection to the past, but one that has no real impact 

upon public policy. 

 

 In celebrating today’s feast, we are tempted to think of Jesus Christ our King 

in these terms, in terms that we can understand.  We are happy to proclaim him as 

our king as long as he is only a constitutional monarch – one who reigns but does 

not rule.  That’s certainly how we often treat him, isn’t it?  We don’t mind the 

public spectacle of worshipping Jesus – of going to Mass and wearing crosses as 

jewelry and praying before meals – but we are reluctant to allow Jesus to move 

beyond these ceremonial functions in our lives.  In other words, we do not mind if 

Jesus is our nominal head of state – as long as we are still the head of our own 

government – as long as we decide what is right and what is wrong, what is true 

and what is false. 

 

 In today’s gospel, Jesus rejects this model.  He tells Pilate that he is not a 

king of this world – with limited power and limited authority.  The kings of 

Pilate’s time were mere puppets of the Roman Empire.  Even the Emperor himself 

occupied a very precarious throne – senators and soldiers were constantly trying to 

poison him.  No, that’s not the kind of power Jesus was seeking to wield.  Nor does 

Jesus want to be our modern kind of king – our constitutional monarch, for that 

means keeping him on the sidelines and trotting him out only for special occasions 

– baptisms, weddings and funerals, Christmas and Easter, for example.  No, Jesus 

has come to occupy a very different kind of throne.  He wants to occupy our hearts 

– to be a much different kind of king from the ones we can imagine – and the ones 



history has shown us.  As Jesus tells Pilate, he has come not to conquer with an 

army or to dazzle with power, but to testify to the truth – and it is the truth, is it 

not, that frightens us. 

 

 Oh, the truth does not bother us so long as we are the ones deciding what the 

truth is.  In our society, you see, truth is relative.  Everyone can decide for himself 

or herself or itself.  And so long as we are the decision-maker, we have no problem 

with the truth.  But listen to Jesus’ words more carefully.  He does not tell Pilate 

that he has come to testify to his truth and that everyone else can testify to their 

own truth.  No, Jesus tells Pilate that he has come to testify to THE truth – the 

ONE truth.  And as the word implies, that truth is unchanging, that truth is 

absolute.  So when Jesus told us to love our neighbor, he didn’t include a footnote 

allowing us to exclude certain races or nationalities or those we disagree with from 

the command.  When God tells us not to kill, he doesn’t say – of course, the 

unborn or the unproductive or the unwanted are fair game.  The truth doesn’t work 

that way.  Truth is constant.  Truth is unbending.  Truth does not depend upon the 

latest Gallup poll or the latest court decision or the latest election results – for the 

truth is from God – and God is the unchanging anchor upon whom we can always 

rely.   

 

So as we celebrate this feast of Christ the King, we are invited to allow Jesus 

to actually become our king – a real monarch, one who governs our thoughts and 

actions.  But be careful.  For if we allow Jesus to occupy our hearts – if we allow 

him to be more than a constitutional monarch but our king in a way that actually 

impacts our lives – then we must become his subjects.  We must accept that we are 

here on this earth to do His will.  We must stop expecting Him to conform to our 

will.  If we accept Christ as our King, we must subordinate ourselves to him and 

subordinate ourselves to the truth.  We must recognize that there is truth out there 

which we did not decide upon, and which, from time to time, we may not like, but 

to which we must conform – truth that runs contrary to the values of our society, 

truth that may be unpopular or inconvenient or expensive.  It is this truth that 

resonates in the gospel message.  It is this truth that the Church – the Body of 

Christ – continues to proclaim.  It is this truth that is worth more than any earthly 

kingdom. 

 


