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 When I was in high school, I remember going with a friend to see a new 

movie on a summer afternoon – and, yes, even that many years ago, the movies 

had sound and were in color.  The film began pleasantly enough.  We were taken 

to a beach with children playing in the ocean and pretty young girls who were 

trying to surf.  It was a beautiful day, filled with joy and sunlight when, out of 

nowhere it seemed, came a shark.  Not just any shark, mind you, but a very big 

shark.  The quiet and playful atmosphere of that day on the beach was changed in 

one instant and for the next two hours or so we were sitting on the edge of our 

seats waiting for what would happen next, trying to figure out who the shark would 

attack next, wondering if anyone could stop this terror.  Yes, in a matter of 

seconds, the film “Jaws” went from a happy day at the beach to a terrifying battle 

with nature.  All it took was one bite. 

 

 We are now thirteen weeks – one fourth of the way into the current liturgical 

year.  We began on the First Sunday of Advent looking forward to the coming of 

Christ.  We celebrated his birth and his manifestation to the Gentiles.  We heard 

about the beginning of his public ministry, his baptism, his call of the apostles.  

And three weeks ago we commemorated his Presentation in the Temple, where he 

was proclaimed a light to the nations, revealed as the fulfillment of centuries of 

prophecy. Then we reflected upon what it means to be an authentic disciple – the 

salt of the earth and the light of the world.  And throughout the journey of the past 

twelve weeks, we have been encouraged, uplifted, supported.  These past three 

months have called us out of the darkness of our ordinary world and into the 

brightness of a life in Christ.   But today, Jesus comes not to comfort and support 

us, but to confront and challenge us in the most startling of terms.  Turn the other 

cheek, go the extra mile, love your enemies.  This good news of Jesus Christ that 

we have celebrated and pondered for the last twelve weeks today comes to startle 

us, to shock us, to bite us, if you will.  We can love those who love us.  We will go 

the extra mile if there is something in it for us – but loving enemies, praying for 

persecutors, allowing ourselves to be hit without fighting back.  This discipleship 

that started out as pleasant and uplifting and fun suddenly just got serious – really 

serious – and we are not sure that we are ready for that. 

 

 But ready or not, Jesus challenges us to look beyond our own feelings and 

biases, to consider the perspective of the other person, indeed, the perspective of 

God.  After all, God loves every person he created and challenges us to do the 



same.  It is really easy to love and respect and care for those people who love and 

respect and care for us.  Family and friends can be trying sometimes, but we know 

that we can count on them in good times and in bad.  It is similarly easy for us to 

say that we love all of those nameless, faceless people on the other side of town or 

the other side of the world – all of those people whom we will never meet and who 

will never do anything to harm us or attack us or confront us in any way.  Why not 

love them?  It costs us nothing.  But today Jesus asks us to love those who are in 

our face, those who cause us problems, those who may be hurtful or cruel.   

 

 Indeed, cruelty has become easier these days.  No longer do you have to 

actually face someone to tear them down.  Now you can do it from the comfort and 

anonymity of your digital device.  Social media may have brought us closer 

together, but it has also revealed the depth of human maliciousness.  Because we 

can hide behind an avatar or a screen name, we now feel perfectly comfortable 

saying the most hateful things about people – both those celebrities and others 

whom we have never met and those with whom we interact every day.  Oh, it 

would be wonderful if our political leaders were demonstrating respect for their 

opponents, being moral leaders as they try to grasp or hold on to political power, 

but alas, respect and decency are also in short supply in the halls of power or on 

the stages of debates.  And yet as disciples, Jesus asks us to love those who are our 

enemies, to pray for those who persecute us, presumably not to respond to the 

latest Twitter rant or Instagram post or snide remark in a chat room.  It may seem 

as though Jesus is asking us to do the impossible, to be kind and loving even in the 

midst of brutality and hatred.  Yet Jesus is asking us to do no more than he did for 

us.  He wants a disciple who follows not just along the shores of the Sea of Galilee 

or at a wedding banquet in Cana or when the crowds are shouting “Hosanna” as he 

enters Jerusalem.  Jesus asks us to follow him even when he is arrested in the 

garden, even when he is condemned before Pilate, even when he is carrying his 

cross to Golgotha.  And all the while, he asks us to love even our enemies as he 

loved us.  It is a tall order, a daunting task.  As we approach the season of Lent, we 

must ponder how we can embrace this call. And we must remember and embrace 

that heaven is worth it.  


