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 As most of you know, for the past year, I have been working two jobs – here 

at the parish and in the diocesan offices. Now I have worked with most of the 

departments of our diocesan offices over the years, so while I have been happy to 

help out first Archbishop Kurtz and now Bishop Talley in carrying out their 

responsibilities, a parish of this size with a pre-K through 12th grade school is 

always busy.  I find that I am often pulled in several directions all at once.  

Someone will ask me to sit in on this meeting or to attend that event and I have to 

check my calendar carefully to make sure that I am available.  Checking your 

calendar is very easy if you’ve got a smart phone.  Your calendar is right there.  I 

have discovered, however, that a smart phone is really only as smart as the person 

who is operating it.  Yes, that’s the problem.  An event will show up on my 

calendar only if I have taken the time to input it – which, frankly, is only about a 

third of the time.  So I find myself rushing to meetings or making apologies for 

being late.  At times like these, and so many others, I wish that I had a fool-proof 

way of remembering my schedule, or someone looking over my shoulders to keep 

track of these details for me. 

 

 Scheduling complications are but one of the reasons receiving a message 

from an angel sounds so appealing.  Life has so many choices and it must be nice 

to know clearly what God wants.  In our gospel today, imagine how fortunate 

Joseph was to have received the angel’s direction.  Why can’t God arrange to have 

an angel reminding me of where I should be and when I should be there and what 

choices I need to make?  How much simpler the angel made Joseph’s life!  Well, 

maybe simpler isn’t really the right word.  Yes, the angel brought Joseph assurance 

that Mary had not been unfaithful, but the message – the encouragement to take 

Mary and her unborn child into his home carried with it its own complications.  As 

a result of that message, Joseph’s life would never be the same – he was about to 

become the earthy father of the eternal Son of God.  It would fall to Joseph to keep 

the child and his mother safe – even taking them into exile in Egypt when Herod 

threatened his life.  It would fall to Joseph to support Jesus and Mary as a 

carpenter, ultimately teaching Jesus his trade.  It would fall to Joseph to provide 

the child Jesus with an earthly image of a just man and a loving father.  That’s a 

tall order from one simple angelic vision. 

 

 As we have made this Advent journey together, we’ve seen this season as a 

time of preparation and a time of prayer, a time of watching and a time of joy.  

Today’s readings – and especially the story of Joseph – remind us that Advent is 



ultimately a time to trust in God.  No matter how impressive the vision of the angel 

that Joseph received, trusting in God through the many twists and turns of life must 

have been difficult for him – just as it is for us.  Oh, we are happy that the season 

of Christmas gives us an opportunity to celebrate, but actually changing our lives, 

actually trusting in God and living as though we believe in his Word – that’s 

something different.  For most of us, trust is earned – and a little vision of an angel 

wouldn’t be enough. 

 

 So what is enough?  In these days of Advent we have seen how the Father 

prepared the world for centuries for the moment of the incarnation.  Jesus came in 

the fullness of time – at the appropriate moment – to fulfill all that had been 

foretold by the prophets.  And he came fully embracing our human nature – 

completely dependent upon Mary and Joseph.  Think about it.  We may not trust 

God completely, but God completely trusted us – completely trusted Mary and 

Joseph, Zechariah and Elizabeth, John the Baptist – all who came before the Lord 

to prepare his way.  How is it that we who live on the other side of the incarnation, 

we who have two thousand years of witnesses of faith, how is it that we seem to 

have more difficulty trusting in God than did those who came before?   

 

 Well, trust is not something our society engenders.  We have been taught to 

distrust everyone – never to open our door, never to answer a call from an 

unknown number, never to click on an email from an unknown sender.  We have 

certainly be cautioned not to place our trust in God – a “superstitious concept” to 

modern science and someone completely irrelevant to a celebrity obsessed culture.  

As Americans, we are taught to trust public opinion polls or box office receipts or 

bank accounts.  Undoubtedly the temptations of Joseph’s day were different from 

those of today but probably just as strong.  Joseph must have had friends and 

relatives who told him that he was a fool to accept Mary into his home, to raise 

someone else’s child, to believe this angelic vision.  But Joseph believed that what 

had been promised him by the angel would come to pass.  He believed that he had 

been privileged to play an important role in salvation history.  As Christians, our 

role in spreading the message of Jesus Christ is no less important.  May we trust 

God enough to embrace the role he has invited us to accept. 


