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 If we look for them, there are plenty of signs of the end times.  In the last 

few months alone, we have seen powerful storms, wild fires and flooding.  The 

level of violence among nations and within our own communities is as 

heartbreaking as ever.  Our armed services are still in harm’s way throughout the 

world.  Indeed, there doesn’t appear to be any completely peaceful place on the 

planet.  And the scientific community continues to warn us about Global Climate 

Change.  Yes, there are many signs, and this week I saw a sign that I believe is the 

most profound and most accurate indicator that the end of the world is near.  The 

McRib is back.  You know the McRib – McDonald’s idea of barbecue.  As a native 

Memphian who grew up with real barbecue, just the prospect of people actually 

eating a fast food version of a culinary classic – pork products compressed to look 

like ribs and drowning in sweet barbecue sauce – well, truly we must be very near 

the end of civilization.   

 

 People have been looking at the signs of the times for centuries now.  

They’ve seen calamity after calamity and decided that this must be it.  How much 

worse could things get?  The end must be here.  Certainly it’s been a topic of 

conversation among Christians for the last two thousand years.  The crowd in the 

temple area with Jesus that day wanted to know when the temple would be 

destroyed, what sign could they look for that it would happen?  Jesus said that 

many would come claiming to be the Savior, many would come predicting the end 

– but we are not to believe them.  His followers – his Church – would see wars and 

insurrections, nations rising against nation, earthquakes, famines, and plagues, 

awesome sights and mighty signs from the sky.  And in the last two thousand years 

we’ve seen all of that and more.  Indeed, in our own lifetimes we’ve seen wars and 

famines and plagues.  We’ve been beset by terrorism and seen dictators and 

corporate moguls who have – in their own way – claimed to be the Messiah.  And 

while Christianity is still persecuted in some parts of the world, in most places it 

has fallen victim to an even more insidious terror – marginalization and apathy.  

You see, our society does not punish serious Christians – it laughs at them.  It 

mocks as hopelessly old-fashioned those who try to live a moral life and even 

accuses Christians of bigotry when we condemn as sinful the lifestyles they hold 

dear. 

 

 So how are we to respond to this?  What does Jesus say about the predictions 

of doom and gloom?  He tells us that there will be plenty of signs but that the end 

will not be immediate.  There is no point in trying to figure out when – only the 



Father knows that.  Jesus asks us to persevere, to continue living and proclaiming 

the Good News in the face of persecution, or rejection or apathy.  Jesus asks us to 

keep our eyes on him – and to let him worry about what will happen next.  As 

Christians, we know that we should be ready at all times.  But what does being 

ready mean?  Are we to quit living life?  Are we to sit with our bags packed gazing 

up at the stars?  There are those, it seems, who do little else.  They have withdrawn 

from the world, not for active contemplation as those in monastic communities, but 

as people who have indeed given up – who cannot wait for this world to pass away.  

By contrast, there are plenty of folks who live as though this world will never end, 

as though this world is all there is.  They care only about themselves, their comfort, 

their satisfaction.  These people live for today and give little thought to what might 

happen tomorrow.  And if we are honest with ourselves, we must admit that there 

have been times when we have been in this category.  All of us, at times, have been 

selfish and sinful, running from God and centering our lives solely on ourselves.  

Jesus invites us to avoid these extremes. 

 

He asks us not to withdraw from the world, but not to become so immersed 

in it that we can see nothing else.  In other words, we Christians should be a people 

who do all that we can to proclaim the kingdom of God in this world while 

constantly striving for the next.  We should be a people who care about our 

brothers and sisters, about our community, about our world, not because this world 

is all there is – but precisely because God asks us to care.  Jesus invites us to be his 

hands, his heart, his body in this world – while at the same time we look forward to 

our more perfect union with him in the next.  Christians live in that tension – with 

our feet on the ground, with our hands busy with acts of care and compassion, but 

with our hearts longing for the communion we will only fully realize in heaven.  

We must be careful not to get so overwhelmed with the tasks of this life that our 

longing for heaven, that our desire for union with God is diminished.  Our prayer, 

our lives must give voice to that longing, while at the same time showing forth our 

trust, our surrender to the will of God.  What sign will we see that the end is 

coming?  We have received the sign of the cross, the instrument of Christ’s perfect 

surrender to the will of the Father.  We need no other sign. 


