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Our news this week has been dominated by the aftermath of the attack on the 

synagogue in Pittsburgh in which 11 people were killed just because they had 

gathered for worship.  We have seen profiles of the victims, of the first responders, 

and scenes from too many funerals.  And though we are finally near the end of a 

very long political campaign, my thoughts and prayers – and yours as well, I’m 

sure – have been with those grieving people who have buried their loved ones, as 

well as with all of us who once again feel more vulnerable. The unpredictability of 

our violent culture has reinforced what the Church – with what we Catholics – 

have been reflecting upon this week.  We celebrated All Saints Day on Thursday 

and All Souls Day on Friday.  Both feasts remind us that the wealth, the power, the 

prestige, the political stature of this life is transitory – the life that matters is the 

one to come, the one that is eternal.  The life that matters is the one not offered in 

any campaign or elected office, in any beachside home or high rise apartment – the 

life that matters is the one offered by Jesus Christ. 
 

 The readings today contain similar reminders.  In the first reading, Moses 

tells the people of Israel that God alone is to be worshipped, God alone deserves all 

of our heart and all of our soul and all of our strength.  This instruction became the 

classic prayer of the Israelites – the Shema in Hebrew – and was quoted by Jesus in 

the gospel passage we just heard.  Though the gospels often depict Jesus in conflict 

with the scribes, the Shema was common ground for them – a basis for mutual 

respect.  The Shema remains at the heart of the Judeo-Christian tradition:  that God 

alone is worth all of our love.  And to the Shema both Jesus and the scribe added a 

second command:  Love your neighbor as yourself.  These two commandments of 

love – love of God and love of neighbor form the cornerstone of the message of 

Jesus.  The challenge, of course, is to ensure that they indeed form the cornerstone 

of our lives. 
 

 Most of us have no problem loving God.  As we prepare to celebrate 

Thanksgiving in a few weeks, we are reminded once again of the many blessings 

he has bestowed upon us.  We may struggle from time to time.  We may deal with 

family problems or financial difficulties or health issues, but most of us have it 

pretty good.  We have enough to eat while many in the world do not.  We have a 

place to lay our head while many in our own city/area do not.  We have the 

freedom to work and to vote while many around the globe do not.  Religious 

liberty these days requires more of our vigilance than at many other times in our 

history – but we still have more freedom than can be found in other parts of the 



world.  Yes, when we stop to think about our blessings, about all that God has done 

for us, we cannot help but love God, we cannot help but be grateful. 
 

 So it is not loving God that is the problem – it’s the bit about loving God 

with our whole heart and our whole soul and our whole mind and our whole 

strength.  Sure, I want to give God a part of my heart, and a part of my soul, but a 

part of my heart also belongs to my family, my friends, my career, my home, my 

car, my bank account, my political party  – well, make your own list.  How can I 

love God with my whole heart, with my whole being, when I love so many other 

people and things?  At the end of our gospel passage today, it is said that no one 

dared ask Jesus any more questions – but I suspect that that one was on everyone’s 

mind.  The answer, of course, lies in remembering that our love of God is always a 

response – a mediocre response at best – a response to God’s tremendous, 

overpowering love for us.  We can love God with our whole heart and with our 

whole soul and with our whole mind and with our whole strength only when we 

remember that we would have no heart or soul or mind or strength at all were it not 

for the love of God.  God alone created us and sustains us and gives us life – how 

can we not return – in our feeble way – the love that he has poured out upon us.  

Yes, God is deserving of all of our love.  But how, then, can I love others, how can 

I love myself, how can I love all of the riches and power and prestige of this 

world?  Well, there are two answers to that. 
 

 First, we may like the goods of this world, we may enjoy them, we may give 

thanks to God for them, but no car or house or precious object – no political office 

– no amount of power or prestige or wealth is worthy of our love.  If we love 

things, then we have fallen into idolatry – and we need to repent.  Second, we love 

people – our family, our friends, our neighbors, ourselves – the people we know 

and the people we don’t know precisely because we love God.  Each and every 

human person – from the glamorous Hollywood star to the fragile unborn child in 

the womb – each and every human person bears the image and likeness of God – 

sometimes it’s easy to see, sometimes it’s not – but God’s image is always present.  

And when we love our neighbors as ourselves it is an extension of our love of God.  

In loving other people, our love mirrors God’s love.  We are becoming like him.  

Our love of neighbor does not take away from our love of God, it does not force us 

to divide our heart.  Rather, our love of God is brought to fulfillment in our 

unselfish love of others.  As Christians, we must do both.  We must love the Lord 

our God with all our heart and with all our soul and with all our mind and with all 

our strength and we must love our neighbor as ourselves. We need to remind 

ourselves that God alone is important. 


