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 Weddings are big business.  Some entire companies sell only wedding 

gowns and bridesmaids dresses.  For other businesses – caterers and florists and 

musicians and photographers, for example – weddings represent a major portion of 

their income.  It used to be that weddings were grand affairs because they were 

once-in-a-lifetime events – major commitments that would never be repeated, 

certainly not on such an elaborate scale.  These days, our society has retained the 

image of an expensive, elaborate wedding, even though it has not retained the 

commitment to marriage.  You sometimes get the feeling that the marriage will not 

even last long enough to pay all of the bills associated with the wedding.  Still, 

weddings remain important social occasions – grand, elaborate affairs – even if the 

marriage is but an afterthought.   

 

 Weddings were important social occasions for the people of Jesus’ time as 

well.  Everything had to be just so.  It must have seemed like a terrible disaster to 

run out of wine.  The wedding party must have been frantic.  So when, in a matter 

of moments, Jesus transformed ordinary, everyday water into extraordinarily good 

wine, it must have been an eye-opening experience for the wedding guests.  Until 

that day, Jesus had been a friend, a relative or a neighbor.  He was someone they 

knew, someone likeable and interesting, but probably no one they gave much 

thought to.  From that day on, however, they must have seen Jesus in a whole new 

light.  Anyone who can change water into wine had to be someone special – and 

this Jesus they thought that they knew was someone special indeed. 

 

 Two weeks ago, we celebrated the Epiphany of the Lord – the day when, for 

the first time, the Light of Christ, the Incarnate Word of God, was made visible to 

the Magi, to all nations.  Last Sunday, the Church celebrated the feast of the 

Baptism of the Lord, when the Spirit of God became visible as a dove and when 

the voice of God proclaimed to all who would hear that Jesus was his beloved son.  

Today’s gospel completes a trilogy, if you will.  Even though most of our gospel 

readings this year will come from Luke, on this Sunday we hear this selection from 

John’s gospel.  Its message of revelation, of manifestation, of epiphany is 

important enough that the Church interrupts our reflection on the gospel of Luke.  

Today, we hear of the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry.  We hear of his first 

miracle, his first sign, and the circumstances are vitally important to our 

understanding of this event. 



 Jesus was present at a wedding feast, a great banquet, not as the caterer, but 

as a guest.  The newly married couple and their families had not asked Jesus to 

help them.  They had hired servants and purchased food and drink that they 

thought would adequately satisfy their guests, Jesus included.  And like everyone 

else, Jesus was enjoying himself when a need arose.  The wine was gone and Mary 

– woman of faith that she is – knew that Jesus could help.  She identified the need 

to Jesus and left things in his hands.  Responding to the need, Jesus created wine of 

such vintage that the headwaiter was astonished. 

 

 Each day, each Sunday in particular, we are invited to the greatest banquet 

of all – to our own share in the banquet of heaven.  And like everyone else, we are 

fed.  We receive the Body of Christ in the form of a small host, we sip the Precious 

Blood from the cup, and ideally we return to our places to pray.  It is a nice ritual, 

but one that will have little impact on our lives unless we follow the example of 

Mary in today’s gospel.  We will receive little from the Eucharist unless we openly 

admit to God that we are in need.  Admitting our own inadequacy takes courage; it 

takes humility – and we don’t do it often.  But even that’s not enough.  Mary did 

not identify the need and then give Jesus instructions on how to respond.  She did 

not tell him to change water into wine.  Instead, she simply told Jesus of the 

problem and left matters in his hands.  She had the humility to let God be God.  

And look at the results – wine of such astounding quality, satisfaction beyond 

compare.  If we approach the table of the Lord without thought, without prayer, 

then it is likely that we will leave here unsatisfied.  But if we courageously identify 

our needs to God and humbly allow him to satisfy them in his own way, then we 

will be astonished at the results.  Our eyes can be opened; our hearts can be healed. 

 

 While our society seems to place little value upon the sacrament of marriage, 

it continues to set great store by elaborate weddings.  They are times for us to show 

off, to have everything perfect.  Like Mary in our gospel today, we are invited to 

recognize that not everything is perfect, that we have needs that as humans we 

cannot satisfy.  And like Mary, may we endeavor to bring our needs humbly to 

God, to allow him to respond, and to open ourselves to amazement at the results. 


