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 If you turn on the cable news networks, all you will hear about is the 

possibility of a presidential impeachment.  There may well be some serious 

constitutional issues that should be considered, but I suspect you won’t hear about 

them on Fox News or MSNBC.  There, it is all about politics.  Those who appear 

on MSNBC, for example, have been actively seeking impeachment since the 

Inauguration Day 2017.  They are gleeful that they may have now found something 

that may actually be a high crime or misdemeanor.  By contrast, those who appear 

on Fox are claiming that these charges are completely manufactured.  Mind you, 

these same people were the ones demanding impeachment about 20 year ago.  

American politics doesn’t change much.  Each side steals the other’s playbook and 

then recite the same lines they ridiculed the last time around.  If there is one bright 

side for Catholics, it is that a whole new generation is learning a little Latin – quid 

pro quo.  Unfortunately for the country, while all of this political maneuvering is 

taking place, no one seems to be governing.  We have a crisis in Syria, a broken 

and hostile immigration system, a widening gap between the haves and the have 

nots, a decaying infrastructure, and the ever present threat of terrorism at home and 

abroad, yet official Washington – most of whom couldn’t find Ukraine on a map – 

seems to be obsessed with somehow impeaching a president on the eve of an 

election.   
 

 In some respects, this political drama is the modern day equivalent of the 

parable Jesus told in the gospel today.  A dishonest judge is not moved to rule in 

favor of a poor widow by justice or compassion or mercy.  The gospel says that he 

has no fear of God nor respect for any human being.  But he eventually rules for 

the widow because she is persistent – and threatening.  The judge hears the 

widow’s pleas not because of his conscience, but because of his fear.  That’s what 

both sides in this impeachment drama are hoping for, isn’t it?  They don’t seem to 

care how many votes they get in the House or the Senate, they want to win in the 

public opinion polls.  In the parable, Jesus contrasts this dishonest judge with our 

heavenly Father.  We don’t need to threaten or badger or seek to wear God down.  

Unlike the dishonest judge, our God is moved by compassion, by mercy, by love.  

As disciples, we merely need to approach him with sincerity of heart.   
 

 That’s a tall order these days.  There’s not a lot of sincerity to go around – 

especially in Washington.  Everyone, it seems, has an angle.  Everyone is trying to 

get their own way.  Doing what is right, trusting in God is foreign to our culture.  

These days, we do a lot of jockeying for position, we try to maneuver the situation 



to our own advantage, but we rarely put our faith in God.  And as strange as it 

seems, too often we do the same thing in our relationship with God.  I’ll clean up 

my life, God, if you’ll let me win the lottery.  I promise that I’ll be a better person 

if I can get that job.  How do we expect God to respond to that?  If you don’t get 

what you want, you won’t clean up your life, you won’t be a better person?  Yes, 

we treat God the way we treat people – we try to bargain.  Even our prayer life 

becomes a garage sale where everything is open to negotiation.  We see ourselves 

as contestants on “Let’s Make a Deal” and God becomes Wayne Brady, or for 

those of us a little older, Monty Hall.  Maybe that’s why Jesus concludes this 

passage with the cryptic observation, “When the Son of Man comes, will he find 

faith on earth?”   
 

 What God seeks from us is not a good bargain, but fidelity.  In our first 

reading from the book of Exodus, we hear that the Israelites were prevailing in 

battle as long as Moses’ hands remained raised.  But Moses grew tired and 

eventually, as he lowered his hands, the enemy began to prevail.  Moses realized 

that he needed to persevere.  He needed to remain steadfast – even in the midst of 

his weariness.  And, most importantly, Moses realized that he needed to accept the 

help of Aaron and Hur.  That can’t have been easy.  As the Israelite army was 

fighting for its survival, it had to have been particularly embarrassing for their 

leader to need help just keeping his hands outstretched.  Yet Moses did need the 

help – and the Israelites prevailed because he accepted it.  At times, our faith needs 

help as well.  We need to read Scripture and other uplifting spiritual texts.  We 

need to move our prayer from our head to our heart.  And we need the prayers and 

encouragement of our brothers and sisters.  We need their love and support, their 

compassion and their ministry – and we need to be people who offer that same love 

and support, that same compassion and ministry to others.  Yes, we should be 

people of private prayer – those who converse with God openly and faithfully 

about our own needs.  But we should be people who support one another both in 

prayer and in service.  We should be people who recognize that as the mystical 

Body of Christ we are connected both to our God and to one another.  And that 

connection implies respect – both for God and for one another.  People who respect 

one another do not threaten, do not seek an advantage over the other.  In short, 

people who respect one another do not behave as our society demands.  Time and 

again, we have received the abundant love and mercy of God.  We must be a 

people who offer that same love and mercy to our brothers and sisters in prayer and 

in ministry. 


